
Illtemali(lllql ASSOCiation of Sheet Metal, Air, Rail and Transportation Workers 

VIA EMAIL 

All Chairpersons 
General Committees of Adjustment 
SMART Transportation Division 

Dear Sirs and Brothers: 

Transportation Division 
24950 COUNTRY CLUB BLVD., STE. 340· NORTH OLMSTED, OHIO 44070-5333 

PHONE: 216-228-9400· FAX: 216-228-5755· WWw,utu.org 

JOHN PREVI81CH 
President 

September 4, 2015 

RE: Paid Holidays 

This is in reference to the Christmas Eve - Christmas Day and New Year's Eve - New 
Year's Day holidays that will occur in 2016 and 2017. In an effort to avoid any confusion or 
dispute over the observance of these holidays and t"\'i"e"qualification for holiday pay, the following 
is a reaffirmation of the intent of the holiday agreement provisions. 

Inasmuch as Christmas Day, December 25 and New Year's Day, january 1, will fall on a 
Sunday, those holidays will be observed nationally on Monday, December 26 and january 2, 
respectively. This is in accordance with the Note contained in Article IV of the 1957 Agreement 
that states "[W]hen any of the ... holidays falls on a Sunday, the day observed by the State or 
Nation shall be considered the holiday." 

The Christmas Eve and New Year's Eve holidays are celebrated on the day before the 
Christmas Day and New Year's Day holidays are observed and accordingly, the Christmas Eve 
holiday will be observed Sunday, December 25 and the New Year's Eve holiday will be 
observed Sunday, january 1. 

It should be noted that this application of the agreement is identical to interpretation 
placed on such provisions in 1977, 1983, 1988, 1994, 2005, and 2011 when the Christmas Eve 
and New Year's Eve holidays were first established in 1976. 

With regard to qualification for holiday pay over these holidays, enclosed you will find 
copy of the November 10, 1976 Agreement which should be retained in your file for future 
reference. 

We are furnishing this information to you at this early date so that it may be distributed as 
necessary, and all concerned may be able to make their holiday and/or vacation plans 
accordingly. 

With best wishes, I remain 

Fraternally yours, 

~ ';::~.--,.'-+-'-......... 

john Previsich 
President - Transportation Division 

Enclosure: (1) 

cc: Vice Presidents - Transportation Division 
State Legislative Directors 
Field Supervisors 
Local Secretaries 



lmplcmentJcion of Article II! - flolid"ys • of tho A~rQcmcnt of JOlnlJ:1ry 2'J" 
1975 bctvccn the particip.Hing cJrricrs represented by rhe N.ltion.ll Clrriou' Con­
(cronce Co~itrao Jnd the employees oC iuch carriers reprQscnr~d by the United 
Transporr.ltion Union. 

!T IS HEREBY ACREED: 

Effective JanUJry I, 1976, existing provisions and understondings relating 
to holidays for employees represented by the United transportacion Union are hereby 
continued and/or amended in the follo~ing respects: 

Sect: ion 1 • Cood F'riday 

Cood Friday is substituted for the Employee's Birthday as a paidhoUdlilY. 
All references in existing holiday prOVisions and understandings to the Employee'. 
Birthday, and all special qU3liiying nnd other provisions and undcrstan<!~ngs which 
relate to the Employee's Birthday, are eliminated. 

Section 2 • Chris~~s Eve 

Christmas Eve (the day before Christmas is observed) is added to the list 
of em,,"eraeed holidays provided by such provisions and understandings a. al!len.:ied by 
Section 1 hereof. 

Section 3 • Continuation and Extension of Certain Existin~ Holiday Provisions 

All provisions and understandings relating to holidays, other than 'pedal 
qualifying and other provisions and ut:derstandings relating to the Employee's Birth­
day, applicable as of December 31, 1975 shall continue to apply effective January 1. 
1976, and will be extended effective that date to apply also co Good Friday (in lieu 
of the Em?loyee's Birthday) and to Christlr.as Eve (the day before Christt:llls is observe 
Cocd Friday shall have the same status as other holidays, and except ilS provided in 
Section 4 Christmas Eve (;he day before Christmas is observed) shall have ebe &ame 
status as other holiday •• 

Section 4 - Spedal Qualifvin", Provision· Ehployee QualHving for Both Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day 

An employee who meets all other qualifying requirements will qualify for ho 
day pay for both Christmas Eve und Christmas D .. y if On the "vork:! .. y .. (for a regularly 
assigned employee) or tho "calendar cay" (for an extra or unassigned eoployee) ic:edi 
ately preceding the Christmas Eve holida:' he fulfills t:h~ ,,::aH:ying requirements ap­
plicable to the 'workday" or ch~ "calendar day" before the !\oliday and on the "~ork. 
day" of the "calendar day," as the case may be, immediately following the Christlalll 
Day holid~y he fulfills the qualifying requirements applicable to the "workday" or 
the "calendar day" after the holidllY. 

An eMployee who does not qualify for hQlid~y pay for both Christma, Eve and 
Christmas J)llY may qua lify Eor ho lia~y pay for either Christmas Eve or Christmas Day 
under the provi$10ns applicable to holidays generally. 

SIGNED AT WAS'HINGTON, D. C., '!'!lIS 10TH OAY OF' r;OVEMBER, 1976. 

For the 
1:lA TIONA L CII RR!I:RS' CONFEl<ENCIi: 

ca1M Il'!'E! 

For the 
llNIT!D TRA N SPO R'L\ rIO!; lJlI ION 


